
Church Open Meeting Policy 

PC(USA): Presbyterian Church (USA) 

The denomination had 1,482,767 active members and 19,721 ordained ministers in 9,451 
congregations at the end of 2016 

https://www.pcusa.org/openmeeting/ 

Open Meeting Policy 
(1) The work of the church is strengthened when it is done in a spirit of openness and trust. Church 
members have a basic right to know about the work done and the decisions made by entities within 
the church. Church leaders have a basic responsibility to honor that right by conducting their business 
with a spirit of openness and vulnerability to public scrutiny. Therefore, open meetings shall be the 
norm for all such entities. 

(2) It is the policy of the General Assembly; the General Assembly Mission Council and the entities and 
work groups related to them, that their meetings shall be open to all interested persons. A separate 
policy exists governing non-business gatherings. Documents being considered at such meetings shall be 
available to interested persons at the meeting. 

(3) In certain circumstances, when the confidentiality of the subject matter is impeding the open work of 
the group, its meetings may be closed. These requirements apply: 

a. Subjects dealt with must be limited to property negotiation, personnel, civil and criminal 
litigation, including cases under the Rules of Discipline, or security. 

b. Closed meetings may be authorized only after serious consideration and by a majority vote of 
the members present. Such closure must be limited in time and scope to matters in 3(a) above. 

c. In closed meetings, only voting members and other persons invited by the group to serve it 
are to be present. 

d. The reason(s) for closing must be announced before closure and also must be recorded in the 
minutes. 

e. The decisions reached shall be recorded in the minutes, and shall be made public as soon as 
possible following the end of the closed meeting. 

(4) Since staff groups have neither authority nor responsibility for establishing policy; their meetings are 
not subject to these provisions. This does not preclude them from opening their meetings. 

(5) The provisions of this policy shall apply to visitors and to representatives of both church and public 
media, including print, electronic and photographic journalists. 

(6) All the provisions of this policy are to be applied equitably to all persons and groups. 

(7) The Office of the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly is responsible for resolving questions relating 
to the application and interpretation of the open meeting policy. 

https://www.pcusa.org/openmeeting/


Note: The 218th General Assembly (2008) directed the entities subject to the PC(USA) Open Meeting 
Policy to post the dates, times, and locations of their open meetings on the PC(USA) online events 
calendar within a reasonable time of making such plans. 
Approved by the 209th General Assembly (1997) – Amended by 218th General Assembly (2008) 
 

PCA Book of Church Order 

You con down from this site:  

http://oga.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/book-of-order2017-electronic.pdf 

Refer to the rules of meetings here: RULES OF ASSEMBLY OPERATIONS P249 

General principle: 

Council meetings are open to congregation members but they should, out of courtesy, let the 
clerk know about their plans to attend a given meeting. Only elected office-bearers get to talk, 
discuss and vote on matters, unless the chair gives a visitor permission to speak to a certain 
point. For an observer to offer an opinion at a council meeting is rude and inappropriate. 

And if there are matters of a sensitive nature -- especially dealing with personalities -- council 
should declare executive (closed) session and all visitors should leave the room. 

 

  

http://oga.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/book-of-order2017-electronic.pdf


UMC: United Methodist Church 

The United Methodist Church, with at least 12 million members as of 2014, Congregations: 34,892, 

Members: Worldwide: 12.1 million (7,067,162 in the United States) 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodists-at-a-glance 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/can-anyone-attend-a-committee-meeting 

¶ 722. Restrictions on Closed Meetings—In the spirit of openness and accountability, all 
meetings of councils, boards, agencies, commissions, and committees of the Church at all 
levels of the church, including subunit meetings and teleconferences, shall be open. 
Regardless of local laws or customs, all participants shall be notified at the beginning of any 
meeting, including telephone or video conference calls, if the meeting is being recorded 
electronically and of the intended use of such recording. Portions of a meeting may be closed for 
consideration of specific subjects if such a closed session is authorized by an affirmative public vote 
of at least three-fourths of the voting members present. The vote shall be taken in public session and 
recorded in the minutes. Documents distributed in open meetings shall be considered public. 
Great restraint should be used in closing meetings; closed sessions should be used as seldom as 
possible. Subjects that may be considered in closed session are limited to real estate matters; 
negotiations, when general knowledge could be harmful to the negotiation process; personnel 
matters;12 issues related to the accreditation or approval of institutions; discussions relating to 
pending or potential litigation or collective bargaining; communications with attorneys or 
accountants; deployment of security personnel or devices; and negotiations involving confidential 
third-party information. Meetings of the committee on pastor-parish or staff-parish relations are to be 
closed meetings pursuant to ¶ 258.2e. While it is expected that the General Conference, the Judicial 
Council, and the Council of Bishops will live by the spirit of this paragraph, each of these 
constitutional bodies is governed by its own rules of procedure. 

A report on the results of a closed session shall be made immediately upon its conclusion or as soon 
thereafter as is practicable. 

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2016. Copyright © 2016 by The United Methodist 
Publishing House. Used by permission. 
  

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodists-at-a-glance
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/can-anyone-attend-a-committee-meeting


Christian Reformed Church 

http://network.crcna.org/church-admin-finance/who-can-attend-council-meetings 

Who can attend council meetings? 

Several church members have asked if they can participate in the council meetings. Are the council 
meetings open to anyone?  

Henry DeMoor on June 6, 2013  

...meetings of office bearers are in principle open to the membership unless they are declared 
to be in executive session.  The latter happens routinely at meetings of the consistory and the 
diaconate (when particular members and their circumstances are discussed each time) and it 
happens occasionally when a council feels the need.  A good example of that would be a 
discussion on nomination for elders and deacons.  Nonetheless, meetings of council, certainly, 
are typically open, and it is good when members of the congregation take an interest and attend 
as visitors 

(p. 216, Christian Reformed Church Order Commentary) 

Keith Knight on June 18, 2013  

They can't 'participate' in a council meeting but they can sit in on a meeting. 

Council meetings are open to congregation members but they should, out of courtesy, let the 
clerk know about their plans to attend a given meeting. Only elected office-bearers get to talk, 
discuss and vote on matters, unless the chair gives a visitor permission to speak to a certain 
point. For an observer to offer an opinion at a council meetings is rude and inappropriate. 

And if there are matters of a sensitive nature -- especially dealing with personalities -- council 
should declare executive (closed) session and all visitors should leave the room. 

 

http://network.crcna.org/church-admin-finance/who-can-attend-council-meetings

