Lent Day 12: The Stone
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Psalm 118:22-24 (ESV)
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
In the parable of the tenants, the owner of a vineyard leases his
property to others and travels abroad. While away, he sends his
servants to collect his share of the fruit from the land, but the
tenants beat his servants and then kill them. Finally, he sends his
son to collect the fruit, reasoning, “They will respect my son” (Mark
12:6). But he is wrong. They kill his son too.
Jesus explained what the parable meant by quoting Psalm 118:
“Have you not read this Scripture: ‘This stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” (Mark 12:10-11, cf. Matthew
21:42). In other words, God is the owner of the vineyard. The
tenants are his people. They were supposed to give him the fruit of
their lives through worship and obedience. But they rejected his
prophets and messengers. Finally, he sent his Son. But they
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rejected him too. In rebellion, they would not respect or honor him
as the Son of God. Instead, they killed him.
Yet Jesus was not swept away by a storm of angry and
uncontrolled men. His rejection was according to the intentional
plan of God — “the Lord’s doing.” This is “marvelous in our eyes”
because the death of Christ defeated death itself. We rejoice
because God picked up Jesus from the grave and made him the
cornerstone of salvation for everyone who believes. In him,
therefore, we will live and never die (John. 11:25-27).
— By The Park Forum (Bethany Jenkins)
Prayer
Lord, you work everything according to your good will. Although
Christ’s death seemed like defeat, you vindicated him by raising
him from the dead. In him, therefore, we sing, “We shall not die,
but we shall live” (Psalm 118:17). He is our salvation. It is
marvelous in our eyes. In Christ’s Name, Amen.
If you would like to support the work of Redeemer in NYC, please
use the button below to make a gift.
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