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John 1:29-34 (ESV)

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold,

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he

of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me,

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this

purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to

Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know

him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne

witness that this is the Son of God.”

In Genesis 22, Abraham took his only son Isaac to Moriah

because God had commanded him to offer Isaac as a burnt

offering. Isaac questioned his father, “Where is the lamb for a burnt

offering?” Abraham responded to his child that “God will provide

for himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” As Abraham was about to

sacrifice his own son on the altar, God stopped him and provided a

ram to take the place of Isaac.

Jesus is the Lamb that God provided to take away all sins.

Abraham did not have to sacrifice his only son, because God
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chose to sacrifice his son to atone for our sins. Because of this,

God views us in the way he viewed his son when John saw the

Spirit descend from heaven upon him. He calls us, both men and

women, his beloved sons, with whom he is well pleased (Matthew

3:17).

We no longer have to live in anxiety laboring to justify our

existence. Our justification is in Christ, the perfect, spotless Lamb

of God who took away our sins and the sins of the world.

Prayer

God, our Father, we thank you that we are your beloved sons with

whom you are well pleased. We pray that you will work deep into

our being the truth that we no longer have to labor for our

salvation, but we can find rest knowing our identity is in the Lamb

of God. Give us an understanding of the depth of the sacrifice that

was made to atone for our sin so we may fall more in love with you

to grasp who we are and who we shall become. In Christ’s Name,

Amen.
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